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(5) Message for foreign communities' leaders in Japan

(D Background and Purpose
The purpose of this material i1s to raise awareness among foreigners’
communities on the importance of getting prepared for the risks involved with the

disasters.

@ Current Status
During and after the disasters, foreigners tend to find themselves isolated from
the local communities, as the whereabouts and specificities of foreigners are not
well known. On the other hand, foreigners are expected to play important roles

within the local communities in time of difficulties.
® Disaster Readiness for The Foreigners’ Communities

A) Please ensure that your community has hands-on information about disasters and
how to survive.

* Please bookmark the disaster information sites and install the disaster applications
onto your computer and/or smartphone, which are available in multi-languages.

* Please get most-up-to-date weather forecast and disaster warnings from the sites
run by the Meteorological Agency.

- Please keep close contacts with people you trust and get advices on disaster
preparations.

* Please follow the SNS or media which are proven reliable to get yourself up-to-date
on the situation.

* Please take part in the disaster drills and seminars, and share your learnings

within your community.

B) Please familiarize your community with communication tools which are designed

to cope with the emergencies.

+ As information would not be provided in multi-language during the disasters, please
encourage your community to study ‘Easy Japanese to reduce disaster risks’which
was developed by the University of Hirosaki.

* Please help your community remember the pictograms which were coordinated by
CLAIR for anyone to understand disaster topics at a glance.

* In order for you and your family to get the right support during the disasters, please
ensure your community members fill out the evacuee registration cards listing
your health and diet issues. The cards were designed and provided by CLAIR and
available in 14 languages.

+ Please secure the contacts with international friendship or multi-cultural
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organizations, embassies, and so on, in order for your community to get advices

even 1n normal times.

C) Please actively get involved in the disaster preparation efforts as a contributor to
your local community.

* Please agree with your family, friends, and community members as to how to
communicate and/or get together during and after the disasters.

- If you have any concerns over the disaster readiness, please discuss with your local
government and community, and find solutions together.

* Please let your local community know you are willing to be a part of the community
by seeking assistances as well as contributing to activities.

« If you know any solutions which are not known or accepted in Japan, but proven
effective in your country, please do not hesitate to propose to your local community.
One of the good examples is the liquid milk for babies which is common outside
Japan, but has not been approved in Japan until it was proven effective during the
disasters where hot water is not available.

* Recently it’s often held information sharing conference about the disaster in the
level of prefectures and municipalities in the case of huge disasters. Many different
kind of organizations which engage in disaster reconstruction assistance will
gather there, and you can get beneficial information for your national communities.
Let’s attend the meeting, and tell them about the actual condition and problem in

your communities.

References:
+ Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Bureau of Citizens and Cultural Affairs ‘Disaster
Drill for Foreigners (English)’
http://www.seikatubunka.metro.tokyo.jp/en/disaster.html

Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Bureau of Citizens and Cultural Affairs ‘Disaster
Readiness for Foreigners (English, Chinese, Korean)’

http://www.bousai.metro.tokvo.jp/foreign/english/index.html

+ University of Hirosaki, Faculty of Humanities, Sociolinguistics Research
Laboratory, Research Group on Easy Japanese to reduce disaster risks ‘Easy
Japanese to reduce disaster risks (English, Chinese, Korean)’
http://human.cc.hirosaki-u.ac.jp/kokugo/tagengoenglish.html

+ CLAIR (Council of Local Authorities for International Relations) ‘Disaster
Pictograms’

http://dis.clair.or.jp/open-data/dis-pictogram/list/1

+ CLAIR (Council of Local Authorities for International Relations) ‘Multi-language
Evacuee Registration Card (14 languages)’

http://dis.clair.or.jp/res/evacueecard/ec00003.pdf
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